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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS —  
TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

Statement 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.37 pm]: I need to respond very 
quickly to a couple of points made by Hon Ken Travers.  
In respect to the report tabled by the Minister for Finance earlier this week, let me just say this: as a minister, 
most days when I come into the house there are a stack of papers to be tabled. That happens to members of the 
Liberal Party, Labor Party or the National Party—whatever. Ministers are provided with papers to be tabled, 
most of which are regulations and other documents of that nature, and that, often, is the first time we will see 
them, particularly if those documents are being tabled as a representative minister. If they are documents being 
tabled by the responsible minister, clearly the minister would know what they are about. In this particular 
instance the Minister for Finance tabled some documents, one of which was a report provided by the Minister for 
Transport. That was tabled, and the Minister for Finance carried out his responsibilities as the minister 
representing the Minister for Transport in this chamber.  

Hon Ken Travers today, without any notice, asked the Minister for Finance to give an explanation about that 
particular document. First of all, he wanted to know what had happened in cabinet. We had that debate last week, 
during which I raised many, many examples of answers given by the Labor Party in government in respect to 
cabinet confidentiality. I would have thought that by now Hon Ken Travers might have understood not to ask 
what goes on in cabinet because he is not going to get an answer, just as the Labor Party never gave answers 
about what happened in cabinet when it was in government. That is as it should be. I am not arguing that it 
should not be done; I am just saying that is how it is. To then expect the Minister for Finance to have an answer 
off the top of his head about a document he probably cannot even recall tabling is expecting too much. Because 
of the detail requested in the question, the minister asked Hon Ken Travers to put it on notice, so he will get the 
answer some time. Therefore, I do not know what he is getting his knickers in a twist about tonight! 
The second thing I want to talk about is this notion of political parties making commitments for after the 
election. Is Hon Ken Travers suggesting somehow or other that the Liberal Party and the National Party cannot 
have separate commitments at the next election? 
Hon Ken Travers: Which ones are you going to implement if you are elected? 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Let me make this point to Hon Ken Travers. 
Hon Ken Travers: You are in government together. You are both going to be here after the election if you win. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: At the last election there were three major parties standing for election: the Labor 
Party, the Liberal Party and the National Party. The National Party went to the election promising royalties for 
regions; the Liberal Party did not and the Labor Party did not. However, after the election the National Party 
went to both major parties and said, “This is our policy. We would like to form an alliance with either of you if 
you will implement our policy.” The Labor Party said, “We will do that” and the Liberal Party said, “We will do 
that”. That was the situation. The Labor Party did not go to the election promising that, but had it been fortunate 
enough to have the National Party go into coalition with it, it would have implemented the royalties for regions 
program. But nobody knew that before the election in respect of the Labor Party, did they? 

Hon Ken Travers: Are you not going to be in government with the National Party after the next election? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The situation now is that the National Party and the Liberal Party have an alliance in 
government; it is not a formal coalition. Indeed National Party ministers excuse themselves from cabinet on 
some issues, and indeed have reserved the right to take a different position from the Liberal Party on issues. That 
is part of the arrangement that we have in government, and that is understood by everybody—apparently with 
the exception of Hon Ken Travers. 
Hon Ken Travers: So, what issues do they excuse themselves on? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is how it will be: at the next election the National Party will make 
commitments, the Liberal Party will make commitments and the Labor Party will make commitments. After the 
election, depending on the outcome, there will have to be negotiations between all three parties. I imagine that if 
the National Party says to the new Leader of the Labor Party, “We’d like to form a government with you” — 

Hon Ken Travers: They’ve already declared they’re going to offer a deal to you. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: — I cannot imagine for one minute Mr McGowan saying, “Go away, I’m not 
interested.” If the National Party says to Mr McGowan, “We can make you Premier by you going into an 
alliance with the National Party”, Mr McGowan will be so quick to agree that we will not see him for dust. He 
will do anything to be Premier—absolutely anything! To somehow tell the world now that the Labor Party will 
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not go into coalition with the National Party is just a fabrication. Mr McGowan knows as well as I do that if the 
National Party gives him the opportunity to be Premier, he will grab it with both hands, just as Alan Carpenter 
was quite happy to do a deal with the National Party to remain Premier. 

Hon Ken Travers: And the National Party weren’t prepared to do a deal with us. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is the situation. 
Hon Ken Travers: That’s the bottom line, so it’s only you and them now. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: After the next election the three parties will find how many seats they have got and 
then there will be a whole heap of horse trading as to which policies will be implemented by the incoming 
government — 

Hon Ken Travers: So you can’t trust a Liberal commitment at the next election. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: — just as you, Mr Travers, were prepared to implement royalties for regions even 
though it was not Labor Party policy. After the next election there will be negotiations between the parties to 
form whichever sort of government will come out of that election. 

Hon Ken Travers: So you can’t trust a Liberal promise. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: If the Liberal Party goes to the election promising something that cannot be 
delivered because of some alliance arrangements, then that will be the case. On the other hand, it may well be 
that — 
Hon Ken Travers: We will not enter into any alliance that requires us to break a promise. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Has the Labor Party made a promise? I am looking forward to knowing just where 
the $250 million will come from that the Labor Party will take off country electricity consumers. 
Hon Ken Travers: We’re not taking it off country people. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Of course you are. 
Hon Ken Travers: That’s misleading the house to say that. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: The Labor Party will take away a subsidy — 
Hon Ken Travers: No, we’re not. The only Premier that has ever done that is Colin Barnett. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Just hang on a moment! Would somebody put him down, or give him a valium or 
something? 
Hon Ken Travers: You don’t like the truth being pointed out. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I do not like the interjections continuously. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: The man’s arrogance is breathtaking, Mr President. Hon Ken Travers thinks that 
whatever he does in this place he can do regardless of anybody else. That is the problem he has. He will take 
away a subsidy that is paid to reduce the price of electricity for consumers in the south west interconnected 
system, but he has not said how he will pay to provide for the uniform tariff outside the SWIS area. If I were 
living in Tom Price right now, I would expect a significant rise in the price of energy—a significant rise—
because this opposition wants to win votes in the south west interconnected system location. He will have to find 
$250 million or charge people in the bush a whole heap —  

Hon Ken Travers: Where do you get $250 million from?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I think it is $200 million or $250 million—the price of the subsidy that is currently 
being provided. Hon Ken Travers has not told us about that either, so I am looking forward to hearing exactly 
what he will do if and when his party becomes the government. He makes these statements, but when we ask, 
“How will you pay for it?”, we hear, “Oh, we’ll tell you later.”  

Hon Ken Travers: That’s what you’re doing.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: We have not made any commitments just yet. 

Hon Ken Travers: Yes, you have. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The National Party has made some commitments and it is entitled to make them, just 
as Hon Ken Travers’ leader has made some commitments and is entitled to do so. I would have thought if the 
Labor Party goes into government with the National Party after the next election, there is no way it will increase 
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the price of electricity to people living in the bush, certainly not those outside the SWIS. That might be 
something Hon Ken Travers will have to change if he goes into coalition with the National Party.  
Hon Ken Travers: We are actually going to legislate for a uniform tariff.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I have had enough; I just wanted to make the point that the attack on the Minister for 
Finance tonight was totally unacceptable, in my view, and when Mr Travers becomes a minister sometime in the 
long distant future, if ever he does—he has not been a minister yet so he has not sat on the front bench yet—he 
will know that every day Parliament sits, especially if it is very early in the session, he will have in front of him a 
very high stack of documents to be tabled. If he thinks the Minister for Finance should know everything, I 
suggest the same rules should apply to Hon Ken Travers when he is a minister—if and when—and I bet he could 
not possibly deliver on that.  
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